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1^ (54) Title: CLOSE FTmNG LEAKAGE RESISTANT FEMININE HYGIENE PAD 



(57) Abstract: A feminine hygiene pad having a wide absorbent front portion and a narrower, elongated rear portion of sufficient 
length to be retained between the buttocks of a user to better fit against the user's body and thereby control rearward leakage of fluid. 
The hygienic pad is smaller and better fitting and can be worn more discreetly with small sized and tight fitting garments. 
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CLOSE FITTING LEAKAGE RESISTANT FEMININE HYGIENE PAD 



Background of the Invention 

5 Field of the Invention 

This invention relates to feminine hygiene pads. 
State of the Prior Art 

10 

Feminine hygiene pads are disposable, liquid absorbent pads applied to the 
crotch area by women in order to absorb menstrual fluids. Existing feminine hygiene 
pads are symmetrical in shape along a longitudinal dimension, with wider rounded ends 
and a nan^ower mid-portion defined between opposite concave side edges. In existing 
15 pads the wide rear portion of the pad fits over the buttocks and allows menstrual fluids to 
leak to the rear of the thighs and onto the buttocks. This prevents women wearing these 
pads from sleeping on their backs in order to control such leakage. Another shortcoming 
of existing pads is that they are oversized and cannot be worn discreetly with skimpy or 
small garments or tight fitting clothing. 

20 

A need exists for improved feminine hygiene pads which fit better to the contour 
of the user's body to control rearward leakage of menstrual fluid and to permit discreet 
use of the pad with close fitting or skimpy clothing. 

25 Summary of the Invention 

This invention addresses the aforementioned need by providing a feminine 
hygiene pad having an absorbent fonward pad portion, the forward portion having a 
longitudinal dimension and a transverse dimension, and a rear portion extending from 
30 the forward portion along the longitudinal dimension and having a width lesser than one 
half of the transverse dimension. 

The width of the rear portion may be about one-third of the transverse dimension 
and the rear portion may have a length of approximately one-third of the aforementioned 
35 longitudinal dimension. The fonA/ard portion may have a wider front and a narrower mid- 
portion, both the forward portion and the mid-portion being substantially wider than the 
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rear portion. The rear portion is of sufficient length in the direction of the longitudinal 
dimension to be retained between the buttocks of a user, and preferably the rear portion 
is formed integrally with the forward portion and is made of the same material as the 
fOHA^ard portion. The forward portion has an absorbent body bonded along a perimeter 
5 thereof by a bonded edge. The mid-portion has two opposite concavely curved sides 
and a convexly curved front edge, while the rear portion may have generally parallel 
sides in the direction of the longitudinal dimension, such that the rear portion is a 
generally rectangular elongated tab. 

10 More generally, this invention is a feminine hygiene pad having a longitudinal 

dimension along the length thereof, a relatively wide absorbent frontal portion and a 
much narrower elongated rear portion sized for retention between the buttocks of a user. 

Set forth below is a brief summary of the invention which achieves the foregoing 
15 and other objectives and provides the foregoing and hereafter stated benefits and 
advantages in accordance with the structure, function and results of the present 
invention as embodied and broadly described herein. This feature is specific to, but not 
limited by this specificity, the need to prevent leakage of fluids, the main point of 
absorbency is in the main portion of the pad. Another feature of this aspect of the 
20 Feminine Hygiene Pad is that it Is of minimal size and is intended to be worn with small 
sized textile and tight fitting gamnents. 



Brief Description of the Drawings 



25 



Fig. 1 is a top view of the feminine hygiene pad; 
Fig. 2 is a right side view thereof; 
Fig. 3 is a left side view thereof; 
Fig. 4 is a rear end view thereof; 
30 Fig. 5 is a bottom view thereof; and 
Fig. 6 is a front end view thereof. 
/// 
/// 
/// 

35 
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Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiment 



With reference to the drawings, Fig. 1 shows the feminine hygiene pad generally 
designated by the numeral 10. The feminine hygiene pad 10 has an absorbent front 
5 portion 12 having a longitudinal dimension between a front end 14 and a rear portion 20, 
and a transverse dimension between a left side edge 16 and a right side edge 18. The 
top view of the pad in Fig. 1 with top pad surface 15 is seen to be similar to the bottom . 
view of the pad with bottom pad surface 17 in Fig. 5. The two side edges 16, 18 of the 
front portion are seen in Fig. 1 to have concave portions 22 which define a narrower mid- 

10 portion 24 in relation to the wider front 26 defined by convex front edge 28. The pad is 
also seen to have a thicker central portion or absorbent body 30 which is permanently 
bonded at its perimeter by bonded edge 32. The side edges 16, 18 have convergent 
portions 34 which taper inwardly to a transition 36 from which extends the rear portion 
20. The rear portion 20 is seen to have two straight mutually parallel sides 38 and a 

15 transverse rear edge 40. The side edges 38 are relatively long in relation to the rear 
edge 40 such that the rear portion is a generally rectangular elongated tab extending 
from the forward portion 12 along the longitudinal dimension. It will be further seen from 
the drawings that the rear portion 20 is much nan^ower than the front portion 12, and in 
the illustrated embodiment the width of the rear portion 20 is about one third the width 

20 between the side edges 16, 18 of the front portion 12. The drawings further show the 
rear portion to have a length, as measured along the side edges 22 from the transition 
36 to the rear edge 40, also of about on third the length of the front portion as measured 
from the front end 14 to the transition 36. The elongated rear portion 20 is integral with 
the fon/vard portion 12, and preferably is made of the same materials, the choice of 

25 which will be apparent to those skilled in the art. 

The use and proper application of the hygiene pad 10 will be evident to those of 
the female gender by inspection of the drawings without further explanation. It may be 
briefly said that the wider fonward portion is applied over the vaginal opening while the 

30 reanfl/ard appendage 20 is worn between and retained between the buttocks. This use 
of the rearward appendage 20 is evident from the widespread use among women of 
tong style undergarments which in part are similarly worn between the buttocks, in 
contrast to conventional briefs which are worn over the buttocks. The appendage 20 is 
thus able to retain the rear of the absorbent fon^/ard portion closer against the body 

35 following the contour of the crotch area and thereby better absorb and control reanward 
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leakage of fluid from the vaginal area towards the rear of the thighs and the buttocks. 
This penmits the user to sleep on her back with much reduced risk of reanvard leakage 
of fluids. The elongated rear appendage is received between the user's buttocks and 
insures that the pad stays in place, and also replaces the wide rear end of conventional 
5 hygienic pads thereby reducing the size of the pad so that it can be more discreetly worn 
with small sized textiles and tight fitting gamients. 

An absorbent article; as apparent in figures 1 through 6, the preferred 
embodiment consists of an absorbent body (1). The Absorbent body (1) is adhered or 

10 otherwise permanently bonded at its perimeter by the bonded edge. (2) A positioning 
point Is formed on the main absorbent portion of the pad and an absorbent point is 
fomried on the main portion of the pad. ( 3) The Elongated Reanvard Appendage Is 
fabricated of the same material as, and at the same time as the Absorbent body. The 
ELONGATED REARWARD APPENDICE is considered to be integral to the Absorbent 

15 Body (1 ) and the invention as a whole. 

What is claimed is: 



4 
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1. A feminine hygiene pad having an absorbent fonA/ard pad portion, said forward 
portion having a longitudinal dimension and a transverse dimension, and a rear portion 
5 extending from said fonA^ard portion along said longitudinal dimension and having a 
width lesser than one half of said transverse dimension. 

Z The feminine hygiene pad of Claim 1 wherein said width of said rear portion is about 
one-third of said transverse dimension. 

10 

3. The feminine hygiene pad of Claim 1 wherein said rear portion has a length of 
approximately one-third of said longitudinal dimension. 

4. The feminine hygiene pad of Claim 1 wherein said fonward portion has a wider front 
15 and a nan^ower mid-portion, both said fonA^ard portion and said mid-portion being 

substantially wider than said rear portion. 

5. The feminine hygiene pad of Claim 1 wherein said rear portion is of sufficient length in 
the direction of said longitudinal dimension to be retained between the buttocks of a 

20 user. 

6. The feminine hygiene pad of Claim 1 wherein said rear portion is formed integrally 
with said fonvard portion. 

25 7. The feminine hygiene pad of Claim 6 wherein said rear portion is made of the same 
material as the fonA^ard portion. 

8. The feminine hygiene pad of Claim 1 wherein said forward portion has an absorbent 
body bonded along a perimeter thereof by a bonded edge. 

30 

9. A feminine hygiene pad having a longitudinal dimension along the length thereof, a 
relatively wide absorbent frontal portion and a much narrower elongated rear portion 
sized for retention between the buttocks of a user. 
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10. A feminine hygiene pad having an absorbent fonA^ard pad portion, said forward 
portion having a longitudinal dimension and a transverse dimension, said fonvard portion 
having a wider front and a narrower mid-portion, and a rear portion integral with and 
extending from said fon/^ard portion along said longitudinal dimension, said rear portion 

5 having a width of about one-third of said transverse dimension and of sufficient length in 
the direction of said longitudinal dimension to be retained between the buttocks of a 
user. 

1 1 . The feminine hygiene pad of Claim 10 wherein said rear portion has a length of 
10 approximately one-third of said longitudinal dimension of said foPA/ard portion. 

12. The feminine hygiene pad of Claim 10 wherein said mid-portion has two opposite 
concavely cun^ed sides and a convexly curved front edge. 

15 13. The feminine hygiene pad of Claim 10 wherein said rear portion has generally 
parallel sides in the direction of said longitudinal dimension. 

14. The feminine hygiene pad of Claim 13 wherein said rear portion is a generally 
rectangular elongated tab. 

20 

/// 
/// 
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(57) Abstract: A feminine hygiene pad having a wide absorbent front por- 
tion and a narrower, elongated rear portion of sufficient length to be re- 
tained between the buttocks of a user to better fit against the user's body 
and thereby control rearward leakage of fluid. The hygienic pad is smaller 
and better fitting and can be worn more discreetly with small sized and tight 
fitting garments. 
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